






COUNCIL'S FOCUS 

We want to improve water and sewer infrastructure in 2023. 

Both the residential and commercial mil rates associated with property tax will 

remain unchanged for 2023. The majority of the Town's tax revenue comes from 

these two categories, and Council felt it was important to keep these the same 

for this coming year. The last residential property tax increase occurred in 2019 

while the last commercial property tax increase was in 2012. 

2023 will, however, see some increases for residents and businesses in Grand 

Falls-Windsor. The Water and Sewer tax amount will increase from $475 to $545 

for both residential and commercial properties. Upgrades to the Town's water 

and sewer system are constantly needed, and in 2023, the Town plans to 

upgrade the water distribution system in several locations and will evaluate the 

need for improvements at the water treatment plant. The increase in water and 

sewer tax will help offset some of these expected expenditures. Council is 

committed to continually improving the water and sewer services provided to 

citizens. 

Council, in their representation of the people of Grand Falls-Windsor, must 

REVENUE 

ensure that any recommended tax increase is necessary and purposeful. As 

well, Council is always cognizant of how we compare to other communities who 

have similar water and sewer infrastructure networks, and we compare very 

favorably with respect to water and sewer tax rates. 

With respect to business taxes, most in this segment of our community have 

not seen an increase in their mil rate in over 25 years. This is set to change in 

2023 as there are several adjustments for various business tax categories, with 

most of the impact being on larger department stores and professional offices. 

Making decisions about tax increases is not something that is taken lightly, and 

fees and rates are set after considerable debate and deliberation. Collectively, 

Council will be implementing changes that are both fair to those in the 

community, but necessary to allow us to offer exemplary services and meet the 

needs and standards of living for residents. We commit to continue making 

strategic investments in projects and programs within the community that will 

keep moving us forward. 

Revenues for 2023 will total $21.2 million; 88% of this amount will come from taxation, the same portion as in 2022. There will be increases in other revenues, which 

stem from a comprehensive review of fees such as stadium and facility rentals, tax certificates, permits, and other similar services offered by the Town. These items 

were due to be assessed as they had not been reviewed in several years. Given the current cost of providing such services, this increase is required. The 2023 Schedule 

of Rates and Fees, which includes all rental fees, permit fees, and tax rates, is now available on our website at www.grandfallswindsor.com. 

EXPENDITURES 

Total Expenditures for the 2023 Operating Budget are projected to be $21.2 million, a 5.6% increase over the 2022 Budget. Given Canada's current inflation rate of 

6.9%, and interest rates set by the Bank of Canada being the highest since 2008, this 5.6% increase demonstrates a willingness to reduce spending where possible. Our 

priority is to make this year's operating budget as lean as possible. 
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COMMUNITY REQUESTS 

Donations and grants are among the expenditures that support various community groups and organizations. We view these community groups as integral parts of our 

town, enhancing the lives of citizens. Grant allotments for 2023 include a commitment for the Grand Falls House Foundation to develop plans for the iconic property to 

become a central part of our town's heritage, as well as a continuing commitment to the Lionel Kelland Hospice, with $25,000 to help them launch their new facility in 

2023. 

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES IN 2023 

As we invest in Grand Falls-Windsor and strive to achieve our maximum potential, we are also planning to make substantial capital expenditures. In 2023, $12.5 million 

will be allocated for capital work, with the Town contributing just under $3.7 million of that amount. In this year's budget, there is a focus on investing in our water and 

sewer infrastructure, which will improve the quality of service we provide to our citizens. Work planned for 2023 includes: 

7 Significant investments into water and sewer upgrades for the downtown region of Grand Falls-Windsor in the Bank Road, Circular Road, and Union Street 

areas 

7 Amounts allocated towards the Street Resurfacing Program 

7 Additional pedestrian crossing lights 

7 Equipment to improve the quality of the Town's baseball and softball fields 

7 A new kayak floating dock to enhance ease of access for citizens who enjoy time on the beautiful Exploits River 



COUNCIL PRIORITY 

In addition, Council continues to be heavily invested in the interests of our residents and those in surrounding 

communities, regarding healthcare services provided at the Central Newfoundland Regional Health Centre, and 

other facilities. In 2022, I personally sat on the Grand Falls-Windsor Community Healthcare Coalition 

Committee, which was established to ensure that the interests of Grand Falls-Windsor and its residents were 

protected in the Health Accord for Newfoundland and Labrador. The health care system in our province faces a 

major challenge when it comes to attracting and retaining physicians, and this Committee recently produced a 

report outlining recommendations for the Town's consideration to address this challenge. Recommended 

actions include enhancing resources to promote Grand Falls-Windsor to potential physicians, allocating 

resources to lead Town initiatives for recruitment and retention of medical professionals, and continuing to 

support rural health initiatives related to research and training. In 2023, Council will continue to focus on this 

issue and ensure that resources are available to fulfill the recommendations of the Committee. 

Mr. Mayor, Council, and residents of Grand Falls-Windsor, I present to you the 2023 Municipal Operating 

Budget. As acknowledged, the current economic conditions have increased the costs of providing services and 

this is reflected in some of the decisions we, as a Council, have had to make. However, we have also taken great 

strides to minimize the impacts on our residents and to ensure our operations remain effective and 

comprehensive. 

We have created a budget that is fiscally responsible and ensures that we are able to achieve the service goals 

that the residents of Grand Falls-Windsor have come to expect and deserve. I move adoption of the 2023 

Municipal Operating Budget and Schedule of Rates and Fees. 

HOLLY DWYER-CHAIR 

CORPORATE SERVICES COMMITIEE 

TOWN OF GRAND FALLS-WINDSOR 

Grand Falls ·Windsor 

I perfectly centered I 
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